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11th-August-2010, Itanagar

Foreword

The Arunachal Pradesh State
Commission for Women, a statutory body
legisiated under the Arunachal Pradesh State
Commission for Women Act 2002, has strived
hard since inception to determinedly address
the issues that affects women and the girl
child within the jurisdiction of the State. The
APSCW has dlso responded to such other
issues which pertain to physical, moral,
econemic and health of a child as a whole and
family and within the framework of a
democratic polity. Our laws, development
policies, plans and programmes have always
aimed at women's advancement in different
spheres.

When I assumed chair as Chairperson
with my team of colleagues on 23" June, 2008,
we were on the threshold of the journey. As
the first body of the APSCW embarked ona
mission of creating awareness of women's
rights and issues, we, as the succeeding team
reinforced commitment of the APSCW by
undertaking a series of intensive district
tours carrying with us grassroots issues. The
APSCW conveyed the message of
empowerment through the Panchayati Raj
institutes, in response to the clarion call made
by Shri Mani Shankar Aiyar to the APSCW
during his visit to the state.

We strove to bring a gender
perspective fo the level of disaster
preparedness at the village level by holding
awareness programmes in collaboration with

Aranachal Pradesh State Commission for Women

the Directorate of Relief and Rehabilitation
& Disaster Management. May we, from the
APSCW puts on record that even today Child
Marriage is a major concern faced by the
APSCW and hence, from our end, we have
taken a firm hand to increase awareness on
the Prohibition of the Child Marriage Act
2006. The maiden child marriage poster
campaign is an effort to tackle this sensitive
subject which is a disease, not only to the
lives of the girl child but also to the dreams
and ambitions of her male counterpart caught
in the web of child marriage.

Economic empowerment is another issue
that has been dear to our minds and we have
not only taken the message of economic
empowerment to far flung areas such as
Panchao, Hayuliang etc but also collaborated
with Arun Vision o form 5000 SHGs fill
2011. We are also, therefore, very much
grateful fo the women's movement and a wide-
spread network of Non Governmental
Organisations which have strong grass-roots
presence and deep insight info women's
concerns, who have contributed in inspiring
initiatives for the empowerment of women.

We also have been blessed with the
honor of meeting Her Excellency The
President of India, SmtiPratibha Devi Singh
Patil, during her maiden visit to Arunachal
Pradesh and I, on behalf of the women of the
state placed before Her Excellency the
primary need for considering the challenges
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Arunachal Pradesh State Commission for Women

Introducing the Arunachal Pradesh State Commission for Women

*In accordance with the purposes of protecting the interests of women and to guarantee their progress
and development, the Government of Arunachal Pradesh constituted the Arunachal Pradesh State Commission
for Women, (APSCW) under the Arunachal Pradesh State Commission Act 2005. This is a statutory Commis-
sion and has commenced work from 17" January 2005

Constitution of the Commiission

The Arunachal Pradesh State Commission for Women ,when it took office on 2005, consisted ofa
Chairperson ,three other Members and a Member Secretary .The first body of the APSCW relinquished office
onMarch 2008.

1. Ms. Jarjum Ete — Chairperson.

2 Ms. Lomte Riba- Member.

3. Ms.Gumri Ringu- Member

4. Ms. Jaya Joram — Member

5. Ms. Dishi Mihu Mallo- * Member Secretary(till June 2006 )
6. Ms. Mamata Riba- Member Secretary(w.e.f-June 2006)

Members of the second team on the APSCW which assumed office on 23 June 2008.

The second team of the Commission assumed office on 23/6/2008.The Chairperson of the APSCW, Ms
Komoli Mossang , and the first Vice Chairperson Ms Mepung Tadar of the APSWC for the Second body
assumed office along with the following members -

SL.No. Name Designation

L Ms. Komoli Mossang Chairperson

2 Ms. Mepung Tadar Vice Chairperson

£ Mrs. Kenyir Ringu Member

4, Mrs. Tadar Yadir Member

3. Mrs. Yater Nasi Member

6. Mrs. Secha Rajkumar Member

i Mrs. Mamata Riba Member Secretary

The second body of the Arunachal Pradesh State Com-
mission for Women presently consists of a Chairperson, Vice
Chairperson and three non- official Members.

Member Mrs Kenyir Ringu resigned volunatarily from
office in 2009 and presently the APSCW is functioning with six
constituent members including the Member Secretary, who is
an APCS- 1 (Selection Grade Officer), appointed by the Gov-
ernment as per section 5 and 12 of the Act.
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(h).

Arunachal Pradesh State Commission for Women

Cause investigations to be made by the Member Secretary on issues of importance conc erning
women or issues concerning unfair practice and to report thereon to the Government in the corrective
measures to be taken.

Summit Annual Report to the Government.

On the defect, inadequacies, or shortcomings in the law enforce which effect the constitutional rightto
equality and fair treatment of women and also on the remedial legislative measures to be taken to
meet the situations.

On the monitoring of the working laws, enforce, concerning women with a view to identifying the
areas where the enforcement of law is not adequately effective or has not been streamlined and
recommending executive or legislative measures to be taken in the effective / better standard thereof.

Of the monitoring of the recruitment made to the State Public Service and State Public Undertakings
and promotions within the said services and, scrutinizing the rules and regulations governing such
recruitment and promotions, with a view to reporting to the Government for action, if any, required
to guarantee equal opportunity to women in the matter of such recruitment and promotions;

(1) Inspect or cause to be inspected, by the Member Secretary or any officer of the Commission duly
authorized by the Commission, on ts behalf, prisons, police stations, Jockups, sub-jails, rescue homes
or other place of custody where women arc kept as prisoners or otherwise, or shelter for women ofr,
other similar places run by the government, or any of its agencies including agencies receiving aid
form the government for the purpose of offering rescue or shelter for women, or hostels intended for
women or girls run by any person and all such other places wherein unfair practices against women is
complained of and, cause further inquiries to be made about the treatment that women and girls are
subjected to at such places and, toreport o the government for taking remedial actions;

(i1).In case where the Commission is of the view that any public servant has been grossly negligent or
grossly indifferentin regard to the discharge of his / her duties in relation to the protection of the
interest of women, it may be recommended to the concerned disciplinary authority to initiate disci-
plinary action;

Recommended to government, the welfare measures 1o be adopted and implemented by the govern-
ment with a view to ameliorating the condition of women;

Formulate a comprehensive and affirmative / good scheme for securing equal opportunities top women
and devise a programme for implementing sub scheme which shall be forwarded to the government
for approval and, on obtaining approval thereof with or without modification, implement the same Or
cause the same to be implemented;

Empower the Member Secretary, to recommended to the appropriate authority to take prosecution
proceedings in respects of offences committed against women under any statute providing for penalty
for violation of the provisions of such statute;

Maintain a comprehensive Date Bank relating to the social, economic and political conditions of the
women including comparative study, updating the same from time to time, making available such data
for use in actions for vindication of the i ghts of women;

Recommend (o government to initiate legislation for removal of discrimination in the case of inherit-
ance, guardianship, adoption and divorce or for matters relating to the safeguarding of the dignity of
women and the honor of motherhood;

' O
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Arunachal ‘Pma@.rﬁ State Commission for Waomen

Initiation of Prosecution and Implementation
As per the section (17) of the APSCW Act 2002:

If, after investigation into any complaint under section 16, the Commission is satisfied that a person has
committed any criminal offence and that the person should be prosecuted in a court of law for such
offence, then it may pass an order to that effect and initiate prosecution of the person concerned, if there
is no necessary for prior sanction, and if, prior sanction of any authority is required for such prosecution,
then notwithstanding anything contained in any Jaw, such sanction shall be granted by that authority within
forty- five (45) days of the request by the Commission and, if such sanction is not granted within the said
period, such sanction shall be deemed to have been granted by that authority. Thereafter, implementation
of the prosecution will be carried out by the concerned au-
thorities oh the recommendation of the Commission.

Laying of the Annual Report before the Legislative Assem-
bly

As per the section (18) of the APSCW Act 2002:

The Annual Report submitted to the Government, by the
Commission in accordance with sub- clause (a), (b) and (c)
of sub- section (1) of the section (15), shall be laid before the
Legislative Assembly, as soon as may be after the report is
received by the Government.

S =

Donations, Contributions etc. to the Commission Hope for the future

As per the section (21) of the APSCW Act 2002:

The Commission may, with the previous sanction of the Government and subject to such terms and
conditions as may be specified on their behalf by the Government, receive money from any organization,
or person by way of donation, contribution or whatever name called for the purpose of this Act. '

Courts not to Grant Injunctions

_ As per the section (25) of the APSCW Act 2002:, Notwithstand-
ing anything contained in the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (Cen-
tral Act 5 of 1908), or any other law for the time being in force, no
Court shall grant any injunction restraining any proceeding which
is being or about to be taken under the provision of this Act.

| Highlights of Awareness generation Activities under taken
under Arunachal Pradesh State Commission for Women

) L 7 th & 8% June 2007 - Two days Regional

|  Seminar on Land and Resource Rights of Indigenous Women
| conducted by APSCW in collaboration with Consult for Women
and Land Rights (CWLR) under ae ois of the National Commission
for Women.

e APSCW, the APSWAB and the

APWWS members meefing (?hildr.en of 2 Asasequel tothe firstconsultative meeting held on 11th October
school for the the Visually Tmpaired in Kullt 5006 on Child marriages and Forced Marriages, the APSCW,

O
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6) Gandhi Samitri Darshan Samiti girl child friendly programme was organized at various sub division
of the districts. Workshop,Seminars and various interactive sessions were undertaken amongst women
Panchayat leaders, Women Self Help Group and NGO representatives.(Details Available in the Chapter -
A Birds Overview..) :

7)  Called upon by the Honorable Minister for Panchayati Raj, Shri Mani Shankar Aiyar to spear-
head grassroot empowerment ,the APSCW embarked on the mission with District Level work-
shops on Panchayati Raj with special emphasis on Mahila Shakti Abhiyan organized in various districts
of Arunachal Pradesh. The programme mainly hi ghlighted in promoting gender empowerment of women in
the Panchayat through a strong participative process which primarily encouraged the Women Panchayt
leaders to be articulate and present in perspective the problems of women Panchayat members and
leaders.The programme also incorporated the decentralization of 29 subjects of powers given to the

Panchayati leaders. (Details Available in the Chapter -A Birds Overview..)

8)One day Seminar on “Men & Women to end violence against
Women “was Organized on the Women International Day on 8" march
2009 at Banquet Hall Itanagar. The Programme had eminent speakers
and was chaired by renowned
Jady and the first women IFS of-
ficer and writer of Arunachal
Pradesh Ms. Mamang Dai
b e e Matters Crime against Women
The APSCW VCP and members calledon  in state of Arunachal Pradesh
Madarp Qﬁjya Vyias Chairperson National  Rape Pychology. Child mar-
Compmission for Women on November 2008 i ge system in Arunachal
Pradesh. The participants rep- ,
resented various Women Panchayat Jeaders,NGOs from various
districts, Government Officials and Advocates .

At a workshop
Inter National, National :
Level & State Level Workshop attended by Women Commission
Team.

L Chairperson APSCW Ms. Jarjume Ete attended: a).Inauguration
of the ‘Gender Budget Analysis
Center’ at Guwahati by the

_’ Rashtriya Grameen Vikas Nidhi &
3 é on 5 January 2007.
Members Mrs Kenyir Ringu and 2 Internaﬂone:l workshop  |eERS T 31 e
Mrs Tadar Yadir with the West on: Local to Global', orggrnzed : G Ay e
A by the INRAW Asia Pacific,an
Bengal State Commission for Women : i
Internat -ional Women’s Rights

Watch group, at New York, on
the 14% of January 2007 sponsored by the UNIFEM.
b. Seminar by India women Delegates on the Alternate CEDAW
Report at the UN Secretariat, New York, on 17 January 2007 for
the CEDAW Committee

with Chairprson and Meniers of
the Rajasthan State Commision for
Women in 2007

)
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held on 14 November 08 at the Indian Habitat Center New Delhi. The
programme was organized by Lawyers’s collective and UNIFEM
,supported by National Commission for Women.The Vice Chairper-
son Mrs Mepung Tadar ,Mrs Kenyir Ringu Member,Mrs Tadar Yadir
Member and Mrs Yater Nasi Member attended the Programme.

The Programme launched the Second Monitoring and Evalua-
tion report on the Domestic violence Act 2005.
¢) Gender Budgeting Workshop at the National & Regional level

was organized by Ministry of Women & Child,New Delhi.Mrs Komol

AtLiromoba in the Gandhi Smriti &  Nogsang participated in the meeting addressing the key issues of ur-

Darshan Samiti supported advocacy  gent need for gender budgeting in the state Arunachal Pradesh.

campai
e d) The National Institute of public Cooperation and Child Devel-

opment (NIPCCD) organized a regional Workshop on Gender Budgeting at NIPCCD regional center
Guwahati from 20-22 August 2008.The Vice Chairperson Mepung Tadar Attended the 3 day training
programme .The training covered to sensitize the concept and the need for gender based approach for
budgeting,appraise the positive contributuions to the economic and social development of the
country,orientation on the tools of gender budgeting,monitoring mechanism and to dovetail gender budget
concept in projects and programmes to be undertaken by them and disseminate information widely.

PUBLICATIONS MADE BY THE APSCW during 2007-2009

APSCW published a compendium of information ofn Developement activities facilitated by the Govern-
ment of Arunachal ,compiled ,authored and dedicated by Shri P.S Lokhande IAS ,and Launched itas a
part of Chalo Gaon ki Ore Abhiyan on 19th October 2007

As a partner with the State Micro Finance Coordinator ,Director of Social Weklfare Women & Child
Developement , NABARD and allied stakeholders the APSCW published its first ever Pamphlet on
advocating the Vision of the Government of Arunachal Pradesh for EMPOWERING ARUNACHAL
THROUGH MICRO FINANCE TO SHGS- targetting 5000 SHGs by 2011

Published the First Combined Annual Administrative Report of the APSCW for the Years 2005-2006 &
2006- 2007 and tabled it before the Honorable Legislative Assembly of Arunachal Pradesh .

The APSCW with support from the Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti published its maiden poster on
eradication of Child marriage in 2008 .

Consultative functions of the APSCW

The Arunachal Pradesh State Commission for Women while discharging its duties with reagard to its con-
sultative status in the Government has endeavoured to submit reccommendations, whenever called upon to
do so ,based on its field experience. To highlight a few , reccommendations to the Government has been
made with regard to framing of

Review of laws affecting women and suggested legislative measures -Study on the Indian Penal code as
reccommended by the Natuional commission for Women

Rules for Compulsory Registration of Marriages

Rules for selection and appointment of Child marriage Protection Officers under The Child Marriage Pro-

tection Act 2006
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Arunachal Pradesh State Commission for Women

(xvi) 33 % job reservation for Women especially in group C and Group D Staff.
SYNOPSIS OF THOUGHT PROVOKING CASES
CASE STUDY I

Yami (not the real name) became an orphan at avery young age. The widowed mother gave her daughter
to her distant brother in law who was aged about 38 years old to be the second wife as he wanted a son to carry
forward his name. The bride price was a cow and a pig. Yami was 10 years old when she was forced into the
marriage. She was forcibly taken to the house on the pretext to educate her for 8 years.

She says “I just had my periods for two months.By the third month [ was already pregnant “she stated.

Yami heard about the Arunachal Pradesh State Commission for Women from her friend whose relative
was also a victim of child marriage. Finally Yami ,3 months pregnant reached the APSCW. By then she was just
thirteen years old. :

With immediate intervention Yami ,the 13-year old mother to be , was kept in the Short Stay Home run
by the Oju Welfare Association .the only organisation which has been providing safety and food to the shelterless
and destitutes consistently for more than two decades . Meanwhile the proceedings in the Child marraige case
continued in the APSCW . Before conclusion of the case Yami delivered a baby boy in the hospital. The APSCW
passed an order to the father of the child to give monthly maintenance for the child. Yami is freed from the child
marriage and lives with the mother.

Comment : No additional funds have been provided to the APSCW to grant to victims coming before the
APSCW and therefore the medical expenses had to be borne by individual contributions .

CASESTUDY IT

A complaint of child marriage was forwarded by president the All Nyishi Students Union on April 2008.
Anga ( not the real name) at the age of 10 years ,while studying in class I was engaged to Takar ( not the real
name) who also was a mere child and was also studying in class vi in the year 2000. In 2008 a hurried forceful
marriage was arranged as it was believed by the local ritual that a success venture of marriage was a good time
during that year.

According to the evidence recorded before the APSCW , it was during the Examination of class viii that
Anga was forcefully taken in toTakars ’s village. She was confined to the to the house for two days . Thereafter
a traditional ritual called the PAHI was perfoprmed to solemnize the marriage. This ritual is a recognition in the
society and can performed and considered in the absence of the bride’s parents.

After a month the Anga escaped and requested the Arunachal Pradesh Nyshi Students Union to resue
her. The ANSU which as a social body has infact been working towards the cause of eadication of Child
marriages, requested the AOPSCW to take up the case. A case of child marriage was registered and the
APSCW as per powers vested under the APSCW Act took up the case.. Today the girl is freed from the child
marriage and has resumed studies. Comment: Field support from leading NGOs helps in early settlement of

Cases.
CASE STUDY 111

Yaram (not the real name) aged 11 was given as bride to Taram ( not the real name) ,a man OLDER than
the father of the child bride. The old man , Taram forcibly took the little girl as his third wife. Taram was local priest
and when he asked for the young daughter the bride father’s had no choiceand . He gave away his child to the old
man with one mithun as the bride price. In the 10 years of marriage Taram physically and mentally tortured her as
he was alcoholic and suffered from insecurity of his young wife having relationship with the others. The concept of

&
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Milestones

The Arunackal Fradesh State Commission for Women , submifs a representation fo the Ghairperson of the
Scheduled Tribes & Tinorities Commission , ! Smiti Urmila l:s:'nyf on 19t Sune 2009, as under ...

“Tribal € ;’usfbmary praclices, e.s)oec;'a/fy in conlex! to Arunachal Tradesh ,as a matter of record, does nof give
dee recognition lo lhe land and resource n'gﬁf of #ls women. Hence submitted that the Honorable Gommission for
Selieduled Tribes may libe fo inlervene so tiaf profection of the Aaoﬂycmous land and resource rz'yﬁis of tribal
women are kep! in view in any legrslation thal may be enacled, so tha! the land use n'jfﬁfs, periaining fo
inlieritance 1’1'57151’5 of the tribal women cf Tndia are respecled . Tilso submitted that in order to reduce alienalion
0/7/3? tribal population /}om their xvz’;ﬁfs over land and other natural resources, arising ouf of developmental
aclivilies incorporaling widespread land cover under mega project, the Hon'ble Gommission for-<Scheduled Tribe
may infervene so that the manner and guanium of compensalion, pay’aéfe, £s consume rafe fo the .mc-n;ﬁ'ce ofagof/; -

resource and lradition - made 55/ the tribal men and women.

Submitted that the paramelers /or social-ecanomic mef]&re, exfendalile to the fribal women espec'1bfé{ of the north
easfern region be considered, Submitted that in this perspeciive, oﬂrfﬁt‘uﬁ’ lopqyrap/; . rather than r/emogz'ajaﬁ}‘c

o/ezzsz'/y, be considered as Je/ermbwhy criferion.

S spite of various developmental and social schemes infroduced 5}/ the Government of India | for the beneft! of
s tribal population, many iribes inkabiting inferior pockets of the counlry , are nol able fo avail of the schemes

due, fo poor ﬁ?@f’a(’y and minimal exposure. Submitted thal an infensive campaign o/‘rfeue/opmeﬂ!a[ programmes
designed for the Scheduled Tribes should be introduced, lhrough public oulreach mediums like hoardings d&

electronic media, since on//f( maxinum coverage will afwnirz_y maximum 591;@/4?5.

The ATASCH organizesa Consultative 772@/1’[357 witlr Honorable Tember of the National Gommission for Women

Trs Wansuk Syiem ile for the North Esaten States on 11" Now 2008 during her maiden Ussit to Aranachal

Fradesti w.e.f 10/11/2008 .

Snapshots from the campaign
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Arunachal Pradesh State Commission for Women
Methodologies adopted and lessons learnt by the APSCW

In the endeavor for speedy and inexpensive Justice

® cSaczhfzhues[z_’gafzbn ie @ using the social nefwork, ﬁ;r acguiring correct and v er:'/z'etf z'nﬁ)rm alion on the cases.

@ Public ﬂéarfn_g re @ 50[0&}2_? open pug.&'c é‘eariny on such cases which have a wider issue [ social issue
embroiledin if. Desides open £ear.r'ny on the case J'fse]f such, puffic bearin 275 are alsousedasa farum /br senstfizalion
on women empomerment.

® Fact ﬁb&hy Tssion i.e in such a cases where amafor criminal affence bas been committed, ﬁzz‘ example, rape
and murder, the Gommission bad embarked on an independent fact fzzzd;n G mission, e.speciaf,@' in cases where
pmce&:ra[ fechnicalities are re,oorl’eor fo be afefayt'ny the  process of deliv ery of/?mffem ent fo rufe out mrs carriage
of/'usfice fo fara{y fnvestigalions.

® Tbird parér( parficipation af persons af eminence and relevance fo the cases on the pmef of enguiry or as wifnesses

e are afso eﬂcaara_geor in the AFSCH fanc!zbnzhy. This Ee&;s the Commission in engaging represenfafives fmm

;7; the P ublic with the varfous pmgfm.y and issues qfconcern fo the women in Arunachal Fradesk and also sensilizing

E imporfant citizens.

& ® .onuesl;_’ga{ion thro u_gf reyzir/erecf bodlres of women empowerment r.e those cases mbirch. reguire infensive moniforing,
refevant NGOs and. aﬂ;ﬂ'm’e bodies and unils have been re?uesfeaf for infensive work in the inferest af the ayfrzbuecf

fo women / yirf chrld E_y means of assistance in invesfigation, enguiries, negoliations, co unseling, and refiabilitation.

2d ® FRecommendations of concerned Administrative autbiorities ! gr.m&'cia[ Heads i. e in such cases where the involved
parfies geﬂmy fo far fﬁlﬂf areas | remofe u:ﬂ:zyes end where persapaf altendance enfails considerable (ﬂvﬂz‘cu[[y

v fo the parties owing fo poor road connectivily, cases are referred fo the DCs | ADCs ﬁar seftlement as per

3 recommendaltion of . the Commission, in the inferest of spee:‘fy justice.

A ® ﬂrwes[zya&bn !é}-ouyﬁ policei.ecases where criminal oﬂézzce saeprima ﬁzcie /Echor, cases are z-eferreof fo the local
police aulborities ﬁzr- regisiration of cases and. fnvestigalion as per laws of the land, fo ensure redressal to the
vicfims.

"1- e Gounse&h_g of involved partres Lias beena mayfor activity e.gpecz'af_[y where it is seen thal cases can be settled fefore

¥ ssue of  processes. _%anﬁ' cases have been resolved. lfrouyf inlensive cozuzsefiny, e.specfaf{y reconciliations in

: cases af marifal disputes.

i ® Ensurin yremecfiafcm o rebabilitative measures for all aggrieved victims, wherever necessary 6:5( conlribuling fo
the cause wilks the individual resources . e the menfal and), pﬁyu'caf well &zﬂzy of each viclim coming ‘5efore the

, Commission is studied and' fgez'e@ rebabififation is recommended accorafz}zy@.

E L As much as possible, the ARSCU has been involving the police, district adminisiration and nodal departments

g in the pursuance of ensuring justice, redressal and amelioration cf theproblems of the victims. Thus, the achrevement

of 7fs mandate is ffrouyf fnclusion af other concerned agencies of the state macfz}zery and the traditionalsocial

instifutions.
Signs of Hope

(1). Awareness through network — The Commission has evolved a working relationship with the various
women’s organizations, both registered and unregistered, in its efforts to raise awareness about the
Commission, its mandates, the laws and policies for protection of women’s rights and their development
etc. And women even in the rural areas are asking for more outreach programs from the government.

(2). Awareness through participation in events- Members of the Commission have participated in the
different events and enhanced their perspectives and understanding of emerging issues concerning women
in the macro level. Thereby, during the tours and visits to the districts, they have been able to give more

information to the public at a large.
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Arunachal Pradesh State Commission for Women

Women in Decision Making Process- The Arunachal Pradesh Human Developement Report 2005 has
observed “The changing values, disintegration of old family systems and differences in the world view of the
young and the old,in varying forms and degrees are now changing the balance of powere and authority
within the household and clans™ It also observes “itis difficult to categorise the status and power of women
in Arunachal Pradesh™ so far as women in decision making is concerned . At a specefic level 54% of women
participated APSCW has been advocating for able and deserving women ought to have the opportunity to
be on the various decision- making bodies in the state.

Tribal Customary Inheritance Laws and
Practices:It has been observed that in most tribal
socio-cultural set-up , women are barred from inheriting
paternal property, and many a times from inheriting even
matrimonial property . Widows with no male offspring
are barred from inheriting any property of a deceased
husband which renders them not only homeless and
socially insignificant but also in penury. In a few cases
young widows have been dispossessed of her marital

property, jointly acquired and owned by her with her e SR - _
deceased husband. Although succor is available in the Workshop with Gaon Burahs in
modern legal system, the people in the state still rely on Upper Subansiri district

customary practices on property rights and are unaware
of the facilities that can be availed .

Very low level of HDI: The Human Development Indices, viz- low literacy rate, high school drop out
rate, high IMR, low level of purchasing power, low level of representation in Government job, public
sectors etc, highlighted in the Arunachal Pradesh Human Development Report 2005 has underlined the
issues needed to be addressed on priority to enhance the status of women in the state along with what
needs to be done for the overall human development in the state.

Low Literacy among Girl Child and high Drop out rates : Gender gap which is defined as male
literacy minus female literacy in education as per the Arunachal Pradesh Developement Report is 20.30 %
While a certain increase in female literacy is noted , with dropout rates in class I-V coming down from 73.9
% in 1981- 82 to 46.85% in 2004-2005 ,school droputs among girls in the Senior Secondary level
remains higher than that of boys .increase in the number of unorganized sex workers among the indigenous
population has been observed in the last two decades and more though there is no study or data available
on the same. It is a matter of serious concern for a young and tribal state still grappling with the first shifting
modern development paradigms.

Total Fertility Rate: The Situational Analysis of Women and Girls in Arunachal conducted by the NCW
indicates that the Crude Birth Rate in the state 1s 34.62 and the Total Fertility Rate 1s 4.56 compared to 25.40
and 3.20 respectively of the national average. So inference is that owing to the low literacy among women in
Arunachal, the total fertility rate and the crude birth rate are higher here compared to the national average.

Poor Nutritional Status: 51% of women of Arunachal in the age group of 15-49 years were found to be
anemic according to the NFHS 3 . A seperate study shows that the percentage of women having a Body-
Mass —Index (BMI) below 18.5 kg/ sgm is the lowest in the state among all the north eastern states and
relatively higher among illiterate women and lowered living standard. These concerns are directly proportional
to law literacy rates and low economic independence among women.
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10.

Arunachal Pradesh State Commission for Women

Fund requirement and Appointment of Service Providers (under the Prevention of Domestic Violence
Act. 2005) The effective implementatation of the Prevention of Domestic Violence Act, 2005 calls upon for
putting in place all the machineries that are notified in the PWDVAct 2005. While Protection Officers have
been appointed by the Government in 15 districts , performing NGOs are yet to be notified as Service
Providers . It is reccomended that while provision is kept for appopintment of Service Providors , the state
planbudget mustalso have in the plan outlay , funds for implementation of the Act

appointment of Child Marriage Prevention Officer as per the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act 2006 the
much awaited Act, immediately so that the administrators can ensure complete ban on the practice.

Municipa! Corporations and implementation of the 74® Amendment in the Urban Areas:

Women Representative on the A.P State Planning Board: Inclusion of Women Representative-
person with ability, integrity, intelligence and standing, actively involved and working for the cause of
women- in the State Planning Board of Arunachal Pradesh, is a felt need to ensure gender parity and
equity in the development inputs and the process .

Gender Experts in every Department and agency and Gender Budgetting : Engendering of the
development planning and policy formulation, is not only a priority area but also a sure step to equitable
developement The government is requested to consider professionals with requisite educational background
of mastery in sociology, or administration, Social Work, Human Resources Management and Development,
Rural Development, Human Rights, to work on gender issues in each department so that at least the
mandatory 30% of funds of ech department may be allocated for gender based identified sectors within the
budget plan. The Government may also consider appointmentof a Gender Advisor at the state level at par
with Cabinet Minister like the Media Advisor, Political Advisor, Financial Advisor etc.

The APSCW recommends initiation of Gender Budgeting of the State Plan. Towards this the Planning Department
can start with orientation and sensitization of the Heads of Departments on Gender Budgeting. Further, the
government ought to allocate an earmarked amount in each department and agency, especially for Gender
Sensitization Program in the respective offices for all their staff and officers to ensure effective delivery.

Provision of adequate salaries to the constituent Members of the APSCW conumerate with their
status The “salary” in the APSCW, Chairperson and Members (Condition of service and Tenure Rules 2004-

amounting to Rs 8000/- pertaining to the Chairperson, Rs 7500 for the Vice Chairperson and Rs 7000/~
pertaining to the Members do not justify the status held and responsibilities handed by these offices. Therefore,
the emoluments of these offices of the Chairperson , the Vice Chairperson and the Members be made
commensurate to the status and responsibilities they hold and handle.

Prioritising Investigation of rape and murder cases and provision of support to victims during
investigation and trial process

The APSCW deeply alarmed by the rising instances of crime against women , requests the Government to
issue strong directives to concerned authorities for prompt and gender sensitive investigation of cases of
rape and murder of women and children and for collateral support to the victims or their families during the
investigation and trial process.

ualifications of Chairperson. Vice- Chairperson and Members of APSCW: It is recommended that
aclause be included in the APSCW Act 2002. Chapter II, Section 5, as sub-section (6), providing for basic
minimum education to qualify for nomination on the Commission and be able to deliver the goods to the
needy women. Members of the first team of APSCW, on the basis of their personal field experience,

D
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. Inclusion of womenin State Public Services:

. Inclusion of women in State Human Rights Com-

Arunachal Pradesh State Commission far Women

officio Member and at least four others Members, which will be an equal mix of men and women of good
repute and outstanding social commitments with empathy for the cause of women and girl child. This office
with the help of women’s organization may prepare the panel for nomination and notification by the government.
The annual budget outlay of the state may alsoincorporate this for immediate implementation. The Commission
has been functioning without any additional support in terms of knowledge base or expertise of Ad hoc
Committees to assist the office of APSCW in special situations. Additional resources allocation by the state
for activating ad hoc standing / expert Committees as provided in Rule 9 of the Actis recommended by the

APSCW.

Crisis Management Centers for Women and the Girl Child: Crisis Management Centers for all the
districts was envisaged in view of requirement as sessed so that traumatized victims can receive immediate
succour and guidance, after undergoing atrocity. The State Legal Services Authority and the State Police
Administration may consider collaborating with the APSCW for supporting the project .

Awareness generation on provision of free Legcal Aid.under Legal Services Authorities Act 1987

Sexual Harassment Complaintin all institutions and offices:

A Chapter of Gender Issues in school curriculum at secondary level:

Crusade against Drugs. Opium and Alcohol:

Review of the A.P Bill for Protection of Customary I.aws and the Social Practices, 1994 and the
A.P Land Management and Records Act, 2000:

Additional Resource Allocations to the APSCW:

Recruitment System for Domestic Workers / Maid Servants:

Provisions of facility for women in need of mental health care:

Activity Centres for Women
State Policy for Empowerment of Women (SPEW):

Women Development Corporation (WDC):

Inclusion of women in State Public Undertakings:

The VCP Witheuty Cor
Changlang Shri Deepak Kumar in 2008

mission (SHRC):
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| ?lrur_mcﬁa[ Pradesh State Commission for Women
Milestones

Chairperson APSCW , Smti Komoli Mossang presentsa
submission to Her Excellency, the President of India,
Smt Pratibha Devi Singh Patil, along with Vice Chairper-
son APSCW, Smti Tadar Mepung, Members Smti Tadar
Yadir, Smti Kenyir Ringu ,Smiti Yater Nasi, Smiti Secha
Rajkumar and Member Secretary Mamata Ribaon
2nd April 2009

Publications by the APSCW besides a
compendium titled Chalo Gaon ki Ore

Photo profile of the submission made

before Her Excellency, the Presi- " ";m.a,,p.e.,_.co_n..m
dent of India, Smt Pratibha Devi L
Singh Patil on 2/4/2009 i N s

The maiden poster published by
APSCW as an advocacy tool against
child marriage
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Arunachal Cradesh State Commission for Women

STATISTICS
1. CASE STATISTICS OF EAST SIANG DISTRICT W.E.F.-2007-2008
S1. No. During the Year Number of Cases
1 Year 2007 11
2. Year 2008. 4
& Year 2009 1
2: CASE STATISTICS OF LOWER SUBANSIRI DISTRICT W.E.F.-2007-2008
S1. No. During the Year Number of Cases
1. Year 2007 6
2. Year 2008. 6
o Year 2009 1

3. CASE STATISTICS OF UPPER SUBANSIRI DISTRICT W.E.F.-2007-2008

S1. No. During the Year Number of Cases
L. Year 2007
2, Year 2008. 3
3: Year 2009 1
4. CASE STATISTICS OF UPPER SIANG DISTRICT W.E.F.-2007-2008
Sl. No. During the Year Number of Cases
15 Year 2007 4
2 Year 2008. Nil
3. Year 2009 Nil

5 CASE STATISTICS OF ANJAW DISTRICT W.E.F.-2007-2003

S1. No. During the Year Number of Cases
L Year 2007 Nil
2, Year 2008. Nil
3. Year 2009 Nil

6. CASE STATISTICS OF UPPER DIBANG VALLEY DISTRICT W.E.F.-2007-2008

Sl. No. During the Year Number of Cases
I Year 2007 Nil
2. Year 2008. Nil
3 Year 2009 Nil

|
W —
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Aranachal Pradesh State Commission for Women

13.  CASE STATISTICS OF KURUNG KUMEY DISTRICT W.E.F.-2007-2008
S1. No. During the Year Number of Cases
(I Year 2007 12
2 Year 2008. 11
3 Year 2009 19
14. CASE STATISTICS OF EAST KAMENG DISTRICT W.E.F.-2007-2008
SL. No. - During the Year Number of Cases
] Year 2007 3
2 Year 2008. 7
3. Year 2009 3 .
15. CASE STATISTICS OF WEST SIANG DISTRICT W.E.F.-2007-2008
Sl. No. During the Year Number of Cases
15 Year 2007 6
2 Year 2008. 9
3 Year 2009 1
16. CASE STATISTICS OF PAPUM PARE DISTRICT W.E.F.-2007-2008
S1. No. During the Year Number of Cases
L. Year 2007 13
2. Year 2008. 37
3. Year 2009 24
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Arunachal Pradesh State Commission for Women

Chaireperson and Vice Chairperson attendingan  Member Smti Tadar Yadir - Spreading awareness at
ICCW meeting for crecehe workers the grassroots

Financial statement

For the year 2007-2008
A. Opening Balance

i Cashin hand Rs.8244.00
iL Cashm Bank (Apex) Rs.3897.00
1L Cash in Bank (UCO) Rs.4011.50

Total Rs.16, 152.50
B Receipt being grants in aid from the State Govt. vide D/D No. 122307 Dated 04/04/08, :
Rs.40,00,000.00

@ Receipt being bank interest: Rs.79,720.00
Grand Total (A+B+C) : Rs.40, 95,872.50

2 Expenditure statement of year 2007-2008.

a) Recurring expenditure.

i Contingency exp.(misc) - Rs.4,866.00

ii. Honorarium/Salary - Rs.9,66,337.00

i TA/DA/MR - Rs, 1,58,786.00

v Pol/Maint. - Rs.4,32,794.00

v. Stationery/Elec/Tele/Mobile bills etc. - Rs.3, 56,740.00

vi. Sumptuary allowance = Rs.30,000.00

vii. Other charges:-

(I). Meeting/Seminars/Workshops/ - Rs.1,78,628.00
Awareness/Printings of booklets etc.

(Il Exp. incurred for Regional workshop - Rs.10, 5,506.00

on Land & Resource Rights of Indigenous
women of North Eastern Region and
Rashtriya Mahila Kosh.

Total ‘A’ - Rs.22,33,657.00

%% The Accounts of the APSCW is operated jointly by the Chairperson, the Member Secretary and Accountant
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Arunachal ?ma_fa:ﬁ -State Commission for Homen

EXTRA ACTIVITIES DONE BY APSCW BETWEEN 2007-08 TO 2008-09.

Conducted Workshop on “Advocacy for girl arrange in collaboration with
Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti .
i At Dumporijo on 3% & 4% Dec’08
1L At Liromoba on 4® & 5% Dec’08.
1L At Tezu on 22* Dec’08
This also included advocacy on womens issues through the All India Radio Tezu and All
India RadioPasighat where Chairperson and members of the APSCW participated.

Conducted Workshop on “Disaster Management™ in collaboration with Director of Relief & Reha-
bilitation/ Disaster Management. ; T

I At Dumporijo on 3 Dec’08.
ii. At Mechuka on 7% Dec’08.
iii. At Namsai on 20" Dec’08.

v, AtHayuliang on 21* Dec’08
V. AtRoing on 22™ Dec’08

Vi At Nyapin on §" Jan’09.

Vil AtKanubari on 19" Jan’09.
vii. At Changlang on 22™ Jan *09.

-

Braving 40 kms of footmarch to reach the unreached

Conduction of Situational Analysis on Social Context of School Drop —Out among School Children
with special reference to Girl Child. The 1 (one) year programme is started from 14* May’09 in
collaboration with the Rajya Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan in Kurung Kumey District.

Various programmes on Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005 ,and on activities of
the APSCW has been relayed through the electronic media under aegisof the All India Radio Itanagar
and the Doordarshan Kendra Itanagar .

- 4 .
Tea break with women leaders at Sheet village during footmarch in 2008

GO
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Arunachal Pradesh State Commission for Women

b) Noprovision for separate Short Stay Home under the APSCW to provide rehabilitation to victims
since most of the victims do not want to go back to the families where they faced atrocity.

¢) Mostof the girl child victims, specially those who have suffered child marriage , and are waiting for

| disposal of cases are in an age group where they need to continue education or where they need to earn

through learning economically productive skills like weaving tailoring etc .At the same time , this category

of victims are under constant threat of kidnap and APSCW had to intervene in not less than 10 (ten )

‘ cases to rescue them after they were taken away by force by the parties to whom they were betrothed.

| Unfortunately No provision /infrastructure is available to provide interim education / capacity training to
the girl child victims under secure premises.

d) No Security for APSCW Court premises, available
e) No housing facilities provided to any of the Members

In view of the nascent status of the APSCW which assumed office in 2005 January submitted that the
State Government has been supportive compared to similarly placed bodies, however in terms of
gravity and quantum of work, the present infrastructure is not adequate.

E. Number of vacancies against sanctioned post in the Comimission

1 (One vacancy available for Member of the Commission out of six persons appointed to the second
body of the APSCW)

G. Help Facilities

APSCW had to recommend the state government for opening of District Grievance Cells and Crisis
Management Centers for women and the girl child in each district since tele- connectivity in rural areas is
still a major hurdle. Presentallocation received by APSCW inadequate for setting up of binary infrastructure
for District Grievance Cells and Crisis Management Centers for women and the girl child in each district,
and help lines in urban areas having tele- connectivity.

H. Status Report on Infrastrure Avaible for Implementation of Protection of Women from Domestic
Violence Act, 2005.

15 Nos. of Protection officers have been appointed for 16 districts to help in implementation of the
PWDV Act 2005. Submitted that the Deputy Commissioners have been requested to appoint Service
Providers in respective districts. Further information yet to be received.Only one functional shelter home
available. However the same is under general category and not solely under the PWDV Act 2005

I Status of the Supreme Court order on October 25, 2007 regarding Compulsory Registration of
Marriage

The Arunachal Pradesh Marriage Registration Rules 2007 was notified on 25% Sept 2007 and Compulsory
Registration of Marriage has been made mandatory since. The APSCW was consulted while framing of
the Arunachal Pradesh Recording of Marriage Bill 2008.

J. Status of implementation of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006

_Maximum of the cases are before the APSCW has been disposed under the Child Marriage Restrain
Act 1929 earlier and now being disposed under the Child Marriage Prohibition Act 2006.

GO
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Arunachal Pradesh State Commission for Women

P. Pariwarik Mahila Lok Adalat
On daily basis
Q. Other Activities

a) APSCW has attended various consultation regional national and international forums .
b) Disaster Management Awareness ness Camp at Daporijo (District HQ) on 3/12/2008

c) Disaster Management Awareness ness Camp atMechukha (sub divisional HQ) on 7/12/2008
d) Disaster Management Awareness ness Camp at Namsai (sub divisional HQ) on 20/12/2008
e) Disaster Management Awareness meeting at Hayuliang (Sub divisional Head quarter on 21/12/
2008
1) Disaster Management Awareness ness Camp at Roing (Sub divisional HQ) on 23/12/200
R. Status of setting up Complaints Committees in Government Organizations for dealing with

Sexual Harassment at the Workplace.

A State Complaints Committee has been instituted at the state level and directions for similar
Complaints Committee has also been made, which are functioning in few districts

S. Status regarding framing of State Policy for Empowerment of Women

The APSCW vide its Annual Administrative Report for 2006-2007 recommended the State Govt. to
immediately direct for enactment of the State Policy for Empowerment of Women. Matter under
process.

ri, Tirap District, Arunachal Pradesh 1 DAY WORKSHQP FOR YOMER TO COMEAT DISASTER MANAG
— AN AWARENESS CAMP FOR RURAL WOMEN
L Oreanizeo ey ¢ The Arunachal Pradest State Commiasion for Womeny
IN CO-ORDINATION W!Th UFP TN T CF 7/SASTER MANAGEMENT
AT MECHUKHA, WEST SIANG DISTRICT
0n 7 secrmbal0Od

at Kanubari for Disaster Management Campaign At Mechukha for Disaster Manage-
ment Campaign

The camps were organised , with kind guidance extended by the Director DRR& DM, 2008,
Shri Kapa Kohli under the Department of Relief & Rehabilitation & Disaster Management,
Govt of Arunachal Pradesh.
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